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Throughout her long and
notable career, interior designer
Marilyn Rose has continually risen
to the occasion in meeting her
clients’ needs - whether for a
business or residential space, one
room or an entire house, a his-
toric home in the country or a
contemporary city apartment. Her
mastery is seen in her compre-
hensive design projects, and also
in her singularly focused ones,
like finding the perfect accessory.

Finishing touches may
seem like a small thing to some,
but they are as important in inte-
rior design as they are in one’s
personal wardrobe. Intentionally
or not, people tend to set a signa-
ture style that others eventually
associate with them. For people
to feel truly at home it is impor-
tant that their signature style be
reflected in the spaces where they
live.

Successfully selecting and
integrating accessories into an en-
vironment is a most challenging
and rewarding aspect of interior
design. Challenging because it
takes an artful eye, rewarding
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Marilyn Rose’s Harmony of Design
by Evel ina Emmi Rector

Photography by Noel Al lum
Laden with rich accessories, a ma-

hogany console sets off the entrance
to the living room.  A sophisticated dis-
persal of color via pillows and other ac-
cessories visually unites the two
seating groups of the spacious room.  
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because accessories help make a
home into a haven, created
around and for the people who
live in it.

For years, Marilyn Rose
welcomed both established de-
sign clients and visitors to her
charming shop in Locust Valley,
where she offered an extensive
collection of accessories from
around the world. She savored
the excitement of returning from

buying trips (a car ride away or
across the Atlantic) with new
finds in tow. She enjoyed seeing
how happy people were when
they found just the right piece in
her shop. Sometimes she also
heard the laments of those who
felt lost and overwhelmed by the
task of accessorizing. In such
cases, her support and guidance
helped in finding the right acces-
sories, and once trust was estab-

lished, often led to more ambi-
tious design projects as well.

A few years ago Ms. Rose
decided that the dedication and
time she had devoted to her cho-
sen field had earned her the privi-
lege of selecting which aspects of
her business she wanted to
concentrate on, moving forward.
After some reflection, she came to
a happy conclusion.

Clearly, the needs of her

clients, and the artistic satisfaction
of seeing a project through from
floor plans to finishing touches,
dictated that her comprehensive
“soup to nuts” design services
would remain the heart of her
business. Remembering the highs
and lows she had seen people go
through in terms of accessorizing
their homes and offices, though,
she was inspired to close her
shop, move her office, and -

An iridescent faux finish on the walls
and ceiling sets a subtle yet opulent
tone for the dining room.  Window
treatments invite nature in, and silk
arrangements echoing the cascading
effect of the chandelier create an illu-
sion of flowers fresh from the garden.

The light-hearted charm of the fresh
white kitchen makes a perfect foil for
cheerful accessories, like colorful
teapots and the whimsy of the soft
green bamboo-trimmed clock peeking
down from above, as a solitary snack,
meal, or feast is prepared.  
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while continuing her primary
work, full interior design service -
create a new on-site accessory
program, Accessories a la Carte.

Helping clients find just
the right accessory for a certain
spot, or finding the right spot for
a certain accessory, requires a
sensitivity to color, shape, texture
and balance, as well as mood,
and the compatibility of pieces
based on different periods and
cultures. As Ms. Rose is fond of

saying, “It’s all about harmony.”
Creating an appealing setting re-
quires integrating new accessories
that relate well to a client’s exist-
ing furnishings and treasured pos-
sessions, thereby making a space
personally satisfying and aestheti-
cally pleasing.

About two years ago, a
couple who had admired Marilyn
Rose’s work for a long time
sought her help in accessorizing
their North Shore home. From

their perspective, working on ac-
cessories together seemed to be a
manageable place to start, with-
out having to make a major finan-
cial commitment and risk
disappointment with the results.
These were issues of considerable
concern because the couple had
purchased major pieces at a de-
sign center years ago, and were
ultimately disappointed with the
outcome.

Ms. Rose worked with her

new accessory clients, going at
their pace, with one success lead-
ing to another, each building
trust, confidence and enthusiasm.
Eventually, the clients enlisted
Marilyn to transform the key
rooms in their home, including
the living room, dining room,
master bedroom, guest room and
kitchen. The selection of subtle,
harmonious tones, elegant fabrics,
sophisticated window and wall
treatments, unique pieces of fur-
niture and of course - the perfect
accessories - has resulted in a
warm, inviting, comfortable home
that embraces the outdoor envi-
ronment surrounding it, and the
people who live within it.

In their own words, both
clients expressed their enthusias-
tic approval of the outcome: Hers,

“I never thought my home could
look like this.” His, “You have a
great eye and I trust you
implicitly.” No doubt, music to
Marilyn Rose’s ears. The ability to
evaluate and respond to client
needs and desires, coupled with
Ms. Rose’s design aesthetic, have
resulted in comfortable and beau-
tiful spaces that sustain the peo-
ple who live or work in them.

As with this particular
project, during the weeks, months
and years that she works with her
clients, a lovely dividend often
comes into play - genuine friend-
ship. As a result, Marilyn Rose‘s
lifelong passion for interior de-
sign is rekindled with every proj-
ect, and every friendship, leaving
her ever more energized and in-
spired. ■

Sumptuous window treatments,
custom-finished furniture, bronze and
crystal lamps and a gently shimmering
iridescent faux finish on the walls cre-
ate a master bedroom that radiates
regal elegance, warmth, romance, and
touch of magic.

A soothing medley of taupe, beige
and sea foam green, textured wallpa-
per, a lovely printed fabric with a styl-
ized leaf motif, custom-finished furniture
and lovely floral prints, create a won-
derful home away from home that may
cause guests to linger.
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